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MINUTES of the ORDINARY MEETING OF STANLEY TOWN COUNCIL
Held at Stanley Civic Hall on Tuesday 24th July 2018 at 6.30pm

PRESENT: A Clegg* C Bell L Christie H Clark C Hampson
D Marshall B Nair J Nicholson J Pallas J Stephenson
L Timbey D Tully J Tully G Wilkinson

*Chairman

OFFICERS:  Alan Shaw (Town Clerk)
James Harper (Community Development Manager) 

IN ATTENDANCE: 3 members of the public

68 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies from Cllrs H Clark, J Clark, J Kane, M Davinson, C Marshall & J McMahon 
were accepted by Council.

69 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

None

70 TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS  

The Town Clerk reminded members that members should wait until they have been 
recognised by the Town Mayor before speaking and that their comments should be 
addressed to the Town Mayor.  Members should also stand when speaking.  The Clerk 
advised persons present that the meeting was being recorded and asked all mobile 
phones to be either switched off or set to silent. 

71 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

In relation to the letter received from Mrs Oldfield, the Council NOTED that the 
planned pantomime production had had to be cancelled due to circumstances outside 
the Council's control and refunds for bookings would be made. 

72 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

  It was proposed by Cllr B Nair, seconded by Cllr L Timbey and RESOLVED that 
the minutes of the Ordinary Council meeting on 26th June 2018 be APPROVED and 
signed as a correct record. 

73 CORRESPONDENCE

(i)  Interim Tax Base Modelling from DCC 

  Members NOTED the estimates of the tax base and Local Council Tax 
Reduction Scheme support grant for 2019/20. 

 (ii)  Help for Heroes 
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  Members NOTED the thank you letter from Help for Heroes for raising 
£983.45 at Armed Forces Day. 

74 MEMBER’S INITIATIVE FUND 

  It was proposed by Cllr D Marshall, seconded by Cllr J Stephenson and RESOLVED  
  that Council NOTE the details of projects funded in the year to date under the 

Member’s Initiative Fund.

75 SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS

It was proposed by Cllr D Marshall, seconded by Cllr B Nair and RESOLVED that:

(i) The Council hold the Finance & General Purposes Committee meetings one 
week earlier than currently scheduled (except the December meeting) to enable 
the smoother operation of the Committee cycle; and

(ii) All scheduled Committee meetings should be held on Tuesday nights 

76 CIVIC HALL 

Council RESOLVED that:

  (i)  Pantomime  

 The matter of providing a community pantomime in future years should be 
brought back to Committee with more details of costs during the budget 
setting process for 2019/20;

(ii)  Promotions 

(a) Tickets could be set aside for promotional activities within the Civic 
Hall; and

(b) Media Consultants could be engaged to produce marketing material for 
weddings and corporate events to be held within the Civic Hall.  The 
Hall should be promoted as and affordable wedding venue for the 
people of Stanley.

 
77 COUNCIL ACTIONS UPDATE 

Council NOTED the update report. 

78 DATE, TIME AND VENUE OF NEXT MEETING 

  Tuesday, 25th September 2018, 6.30pm, Civic Hall, Stanley
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MINUTES of the EXTRA-ORDINARY MEETING OF STANLEY TOWN COUNCIL
Held at Craghead Village Hall on Friday 20th July 2018 at 6.30pm

PRESENT: A Clegg* L Christie M Davinson J Kane D Marshall
B Nair J Pallas J Stephenson L Timbey

*Chairman

OFFICERS:  Alan Shaw (Town Clerk)

61 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies from Cllrs J McMahon, C Marshall, C Hampson, C Bell, H Clark, G Wilkinson, 
J Clark, J Tully, D Tully,& J Nicholson were accepted by the Council.

62 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

None

63 TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS  

None

64 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

No questions had been received in writing.

65 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC* 

  *Recording of proceedings was stopped at this point.  

Council RESOLVED that under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 
1960, the public and representatives of the press and broadcast media be excluded 
from the meeting during the consideration of the following items of business as 
publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest due to the confidential nature of 
the business to be transacted.  

Justification for excluding the public and press from consideration of the following item: 
Commercial Sensitivity

66 EVENTS MANAGEMENT TENDER

It was RESOLVED that:

(i) The Council will award the contract to Alan Hillary Events Ltd for a period of 
three years;

(ii) The proposed dates for the Play in the Park dates are accepted;
(iii) Explore whether it would be possible to hold the South Moor event on the 

Greenland School field as an alternative to Memorial Park, which is poorly suited 
to these events;

(iv) No raffles will be permitted by outside organisations taking part in the events; 
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(v) The contract should also include arranging the Beacons of Light event to 
commemorate the end of the first war

67 DATE, TIME AND VENUE OF NEXT MEETING 

  Ordinary Council, Tuesday, 24th July 2018, 6.30pm, Civic Hall, Stanley
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MINUTES of the EXTRA-ORDINARY MEETING OF STANLEY TOWN COUNCIL
Held at Craghead Village Hall on Monday 13th August 2018 at 6.30pm

PRESENT: A Clegg* L Christie C Hampson J Kane D Marshall
B Nair J Pallas J Nicholson L Timbey C Bell
C Marshall D Tully J Tully J Clark H Clark
J McMahon

*Chairman

OFFICERS:  Alan Shaw (Town Clerk)

ABSENT: Cllrs L Christie and G Wilkinson

79 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies from Cllrs J Stephenson and M Davinson were accepted by the Council

80 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

None

81 TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS  

None

82 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

No questions had been received in writing.

83 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC* 

  *Recording of proceedings was stopped at this point.  

Council RESOLVED that under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, 
the public and representatives of the press and broadcast media be excluded from the 
meeting during the consideration of the following items of business as publicity would 
be prejudicial to the public interest due to the confidential nature of the business to be 
transacted.  

Justification for excluding the public and press from consideration of the following item: Staff 
Confidentiality

84 STAFFING MATTERS

(i) Council Restructure 

 It was proposed by Cllr Carl Marshall, seconded by Cllr James Kane and 
RESOLVED that:
 
“We have considered the proposals in light of where we are now and where we 
want the Council to develop. We have already established a member working 
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group to look in detail at the future of the Civic Hall and bring forward 
proposals about how to develop the asset in the future.
 
Our main rationale for reviewing the staffing structure was to:
 
• Deliver value for resident’s money
• Increase the Operational capacity of the Town Council
• To consider both customer access to the Council as well as operational 

necessity; and
• Put in place a structure which will have the flexibility to adapt to future 

needs.
 
Therefore, we propose to take into account the views of staff and Trade 
Unions and ACCEPT the following proposals put forward by Staff. We propose 
to:
 
• Delete the proposed posts of Facilities Manager and Environment 

Manager,
• Create a new post combining the roles of both posts, “Operations 

Manager”,
• Create a new administrative support post (0.5 FTE) to ensure that the 

building can remain open to the public five days a week and the Duty 
Officer has administrative support,

• To address the imbalance in leave entitlements across the organisation 
by moving all staff into line with the annual leave entitlement which 
Durham County Council staff receive; ie. Staff will start with 26 days 
which will rise to 31 after 5 years service.

• Ensure that all existing staff are slotted into roles in the new structure.
• Assuming this proposal is acceptable to staff; to implement at the 

earliest opportunity.”

It was further RESOLVED that the advert for the Deputy Town Clerk should 
be placed at the earliest available opportunity once staff had been consulted. 

(ii) Flexible Working Request  

 It was proposed by Cllr C Marshall, seconded by Cllr H Clark and 
RESOLVED that the request be granted.  

85 DATE, TIME AND VENUE OF NEXT MEETING 

  Ordinary Council, Tuesday, 25th September 2018, 6.30pm, Civic Hall, Stanley
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MINUTES of the FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE MEETING OF 
STANLEY TOWN COUNCIL held at Stanley Civic Hall on Wednesday 12th September 2018 at 
6.30pm

PRESENT: Cllr J McMahon* Cllr A Clegg Cllr B Nair  Cllr H Clark
Cllr M Davinson Cllr C Hampson Cllr G Binney Cllr D Marshall
Cllr J Nicholson Cllr J Stephenson Cllr D Tully Cllr G Wilkinson
Cllr J Tully

*Chairman

OFFICERS: Alan Shaw (Town Clerk)
Nicola James (PA to the Town Clerk)
James Harper (Community Development Manager)

IN ATTENDANCE: 2 members of the public 

86 ELECTION OF CHAIR

It was proposed my Cllr D Marshall, seconded by Cllr B Nair and RESOLVED that 
Cllr J McMahon chair this meeting as he was Vice-Chair of the Finance & 
Governance Committee and that a permanent Chair position be agreed at Full 
Council. 

87 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies received from Cllrs L Timbey, J Clark, J Kane, C Marshall, L Christie & J 
Pallas were accepted by Committee.

88   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None.

89 PROCEDURAL AND APPROPRIATE ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE   
  CHAIR 

The Town Clerk reminded everyone to turn their phones off or switch them to 
silent and that the meeting was being recorded.

The Chairman welcomed Cllr Gordon Binney to his first meeting of the Council.

90 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

The Town Clerk noted that there was a written question from Mr Billy Nixon in 
relation to the Christmas Lights to be discussed further down the agenda.  
Members decided that James Harper should provide an appropriate reply to Mr 
Nixon once the matter has been debated by members and a decision reached.

!  
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91 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

It was proposed by Cllr B Nair, seconded by Cllr A Clegg and RESOLVED that the 
minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee held on 18th July 2018 be 
approved and signed as a correct record. 

92 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT & BANK RECONCILIATION 

  It was proposed by Cllr A Clegg, seconded by Cllr D Marshall and RESOLVED that 
Committee:
(i) APPROVE the payment of accounts for July 2018
(ii) NOTE the Bank Reconciliation for July 2018

93 BUDGET MONITORING REPORT 

The Town Clerk advised Committee that the report provided reflected the impact 
of the 2019 pay settlement and the new structure.  in the new structure.  

It was proposed by Cllr D Marshall, seconded by Cllr B Nair and 
RECOMMENDED that the Council set aside a salaries budget of £370,000 in 
2019/20 to cover salaries and occasional out of hours/ overtime payments. 

94 2019-20 DRAFT BUDGET 

 The Town Clerk provided a first draft budget to Committee. It was proposed by 
Cllr M Davinson, seconded by Cllr B Nair and RESOLVED that the draft budget be 
NOTED. 

95 REVIEW OF MEDIUM TERM PLAN 

  The Town Clerk provided an update of the MTP.  

Committee RESOLVED that the Town Clerk convene a meeting for staff to
put forward their comments about the future of the MTP. 

96 FESTIVE LIGHTING WORKING GROUP 

James Harper noted that himself, alongside the working group and contractor 
looked at the sites proposed for the festive lighting scheme. 

It was proposed by Cllr D Marshall, seconded by Cllr B Nair and RESOLVED that 
the proposal be ACCEPTED and officers to investigate and implement the scheme 
subject to quotations and cost. 

!  
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97 LIGHTS OUT - REMEMBRANCE BEACON 

  The Town Clerk noted that there was no report as the meeting had only just been 
held today. There had been several locations discussed for putting a permanent 
beacon however none of these had the best visual impact. The best place for a 
beacon would be the Front Street, however it would have the be gas. 

The Town Clerk RECOMMENDS installing a full size beacon in the bed where the 
Christmas Tree usually stands and converting it into gas.

   It was proposed by Cllr D Marshall, seconded by Cllr A Clegg and RESOLVED that 
committee will recommend this proposal to Full Council and that the Town Clerk 
should provide a report including indicative costs.  

98 COMMITTEE ACTIONS UPDATE 

  The Town Clerk provided the following updates:

(i) WW1 Remembrance - this is in hand
(ii) Christmas Lights - the first WG meeting has been held
(iii) Defibrillator - James is waiting for the Job Centre estates team to agree on 

the install
(iv) Road Safety - James is liaising with Dave Clarke who has just began is annual 

leave 
(v) Youth Council - this is to be revisited in the Medium Term Plan   

  
99 DATE, TIME AND VENUE OF NEXT MEETING 
   
  Date to be confirmed, 6.30pm, Stanley Civic Hall. 

!  
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Stanley Events 
Stanley Community Football Centre 

Tyne Road, Stanley 
DH9 6PZ 

 

20th August 2018 

Dear Alan, 

RE: Funding request towards Stanley Fireworks Festival 2018 

Please see below a funding breakdown and proposal for the 2018 Fireworks Festival. 
 
Since 2012 Stanley Events, a non for profit social enterprise, has continued to develop an annual 
fireworks festival as a free event for the local area. The display has continued to grow and over recent 
years has attracted over 9000 people per year. The event is highly regarded and visitor feedback from 
the event through our social media, independent research and word of mouth has been extremely 
positive. We continue to develop our staff base from local people, currently having trained and 
employed over 60 local people to support the delivery of our events and those we are contracted to 
support. The event has an excellent safety record and is well regarded by local partners. The event is 
not only a great evening out but provides an official display, ensuring that an organised display helps 
prevent smaller un-official displays and reducing risks to the wider public.    
 
Stanley Events are committed to providing a free festival in Stanley, however as the event becomes 
increasingly more popular the costs of ensuring the safety of the event continue to rise as staffing and 
traffic management become increasingly important. The costs for this year’s event are listed below 
and provide for a 22minute choreographed display to music, children’s entertainment and live music. 
 
 
PR & Traffic 
Including; Marketing, Publicity, Resident Engagement, Traffic Management 

Costs £1600 
 
Staffing Costs 
Including; SIA, Stewards, Event’s Safety Officer, Control Room, Site Assembly, Site Dismantle and litter 
picking, radio hire. 

Costs £2000 
 
Site Equipment 
Including; Gazebo’s, Generators, Crowd Control Barrier, Toilets, Waste & removal, Fire Fighting 
Equipment, Tower Lights. 

Costs £1600 
 
Site Re-Instatement 

Costs £800 
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Fireworks, Staging, Permissions 
Including; Fireworks, PA System, Staging, Compere, Event Insurance, First Aid 

 Costs £9000 
 
Stanley Events Contribution as *match funds* 
Management, Supervision, SAG application, Licenses, Administration 

Costs already secured £5000.00  
 

Total Fundraising target required  £15000 
Total match currently secured   £5000 

 
Stanley Events would like Stanley Town Council to consider funding £10,000 towards the 2018 
fireworks festival so that the popular event can remain free for families across our local area. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you would like to discuss the proposal further. 
 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
 
 
 
 
Anna Marshall 
Stanley Events 
anna@stanleyevents.co.uk  
07879810960 
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Civic Hall Working Group 
Minutes 

13 September 2018 

Present: 	 Cllr A Clegg

	 	 	 Cllr B Nair

	 	 	 Cllr D Marshall


Officers:	 A Shaw	 (Town Clerk)

	 	 	 J Harper	 (Community Development Manager)


Apologies:	 Cllr H Clark


The group deferred nomination of a Chairperson until a future meeting when all elected members 
were present.  The Town Clerk acted as temporary Chair.


1. Terms of Reference 

	 After a discussion concerning the priorities for the building, the group put forward the 	 	
	 following proposal:


(i) Background/ Context 
	 


• The Civic Hall is the single largest area of expenditure within the Town Council's 
budget and has been since the Council took over the building in 2014/15.


• The Council has not developed a clear vision for the building and without this vision 
an effective business plan for the building cannot be developed.


• Members of Council are aware that the building runs at a loss but need to gain a 
detailed understanding of why this is to make recommendations about how to 
address it and improve the performance of the building over the medium term.


• The Civic Hall must improve its performance so that the Council can invest 
resources into other projects and initiatives across the parish.


(ii) Roles and Functions of the Working Group


• To review the financial performance of the Civic Hall in detail to identify areas of 
operation which generate revenue and those which do not;


• To develop a business plan and marketing strategy for the Civic Hall going forward;

• To review the physical condition of the building and identify and prioritise capital 

investment and work required to support the developing business plan;

• To oversee implementation of the plan and enable the subsidy provided by Council 

to be reduced over time.


(iii) Role of Individual Group Members 

• To attend working group meetings and help develop proposals to be agreed by 
Committee/ Council (as appropriate)


• To represent the interests of the Civic Hall (and its staff) at Council meetings

• To be an advocate for the outcomes of group's programme.

• Be committed to, and actively involved in, pursuing the programme's objectives.
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(iv) Administration 

• The Civic Hall Working Group shall be comprised of Cllrs H Clark, Clegg, Nair and 
D Marshall, with officer input provided appropriate to the agreed objectives of the 
group.


• The group shall be chaired by [TBA]

• The convenor will be the Town Clerk.

• Any items to be added to the agenda of meetings will be forwarded to the convenor  

at least 7 days in advance of the meeting.

• Out of session decisions will be permissible with appropriate consultation (where 

the decision does not require further approval from Committee or Council) and 
minuted at the next meeting.


• The group shall convene at the discretion of the Chair or on the recommendation of 
the convenor in consultation with the Chair.


• No proxy or substitute members will be permitted.

• In order to enable democratic decision making, at least 3 elected members must be 

present for a quorum (or give consent to an out of session decision)

• The effectiveness of the group will be reviewed by the Finance & General Purposes 

Committee on a quarterly basis.  

2. Aims & Objectives 

The group determined that the initial objectives would focus on reviewing the current 
financial position of the Civic Hall, re-examining the recommendations made when 
consultants were engaged in 2013 and to consult with staff to capture their views on how 
the building can be effectively used. Following this work (and once the outcome of the bid 
for the former Library is known) the group will consider and cost any structural works that 
may be required. 


Objectives - Short term 

(i) 	 Identify profitability (or otherwise) of current building uses;

(ii) 	 Identify the current usage of the building (i.e. unused capacity)

(iii) Develop brochures for wedding and corporate/ training bookings

(iv) 	 Rebuild the Civic Hall website and improve SEO rating


	 Objectives - Medium Term


(v) Develop and implement a marketing strategy and business plan to increase usage 
of the facilities.


(vi) Identify capital works required to support the business plan

(vii) Develop the funding strategy required to deliver those works.


3. Required Background work (Actions) 

Action Who When Comments

Breakdown of events, weddings, hires 
and other bookings in the Civic Hall 
identifying overheads and staff costs 
(where applicable) and indicating the 
level of profit/loss

S Oliver

D Caine

October 
18

Much of this work has been 
done in respect of hall and 
theatre bookings but 
additional work required on 
other bookings

Identify the current usage/ occupancy of 
the building and estimate what the 
maximum occupancy would be so that a 
realistic ceiling of revenue cane 
established

S Oliver

D Caine

October 
18

This can only be an estimate 
as 100% occupancy would 
never be possible for 
practical reasons

Action
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4. Recommendations  

Council is requested to:


(i)	 APPROVE the proposed terms of reference;

(ii)	 GRANT the delegations to the group required by them; and

(iii)	 AGREE the aims and objectives set by the group.


Identification of the cost to the Council 
of "free" bookings granted by the 
Council

S Oliver

D Caine

October 
18

Review the D3 report and identify 
recommendations or proposals within it 
which are still relevant

Members

Staff

October 
18

Detailed discussion about 
the D3 report to be main 
item for next agenda

Development of Wedding and Corporate 
Hire brochures for review by group

B Littleton October 
18

Review proposals 
developed by Creo at next 
meeting

Quote to be obtained for reinstatement 
of community cinema capability

J Harper October 
18

Quotes and options to be 
presented at next meeting

Website to be reinstated - URL to be 
pointed to main STC website and better 
integrated with STC

A Shaw

B Littleton

asap Civic Hall website currently 
only shows the ticketing 
portal as the previous 
website was not maintained. 

Staff forum to be held to capture ideas 
for improvements/ developments/ 
business opportunities and fed into the 
group 

J Harper October 
18

Operational staff's ideas to 
improve the performance of 
the business or ways to 
open new sources of 
income should be captured 
and acted on wherever 
possible.  

Who When CommentsAction
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Beacons of Light 

1. Introduction 

       	 The Finance and General Purposes Committee considered proposals for the siting 
of the comparative beacon to mark the centenary of the end of the first world war. 


The preferred option was to source a traditional style beacon (see fig 1 below), with 
a steel post instead of oak for durability (and price) and secure the post in Stanley 
Front Street at the location where the Christmas tree is erected in December, 
thereby becoming a permanent feature in the street scene of the town. 


Figure 1. Style of Beacon  

2. Quotation 

The Town Clerk has a quotation from the authorised supplier of these beacons for 
provision of the beacon as follows:


Brazier Basket  	 £1785

Steel Post  	 	 £785

Shield assembly  	 £970


Total £3540 

�1
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3. Design 

The Town Clerk has attached proposed artwork for the shield which would be 
displayed on the side of the beacon.  It is presented below as Figure 2.


Figure 2. Proposed Shield Design 

4. Decisions Required 

Members are requested to DECIDE:


(i) If the Town Clerk can proceed on the basis described above;

(ii) If the proposed design for the shield is acceptable. 


 

Alan Shaw	 	 	 	 

Town Clerk 
Stanley Town Council 

alan.shaw@stanley-tc.gov.uk

01207 299109
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Stanley Town Council Neighbourhood Wardens 

1. Introduction 

       	 The introduction and roll out of Stanley Town Councils Neighbourhood Warden 
Service commenced on the 16th July 2018. The Finance and General purposes 
Committee agreed on the 18th July 2018 how they would like to focus the starting 
remit/programme of works to be initially carried out. 


          	It was noted the Wardens will be undertaking various training and finding their feet 
for the first couple of months. It was agreed Wardens should start making contacts 
in the area, introducing themselves to various partners and schools, identifying 
environmental problems/issues, gain an understanding of ongoing projects and 
initiatives. 


Taking into consideration that Council have agreed they would like wardens to 
focus on community as the top priority initially. The committee agreed the priority 
work initially should include; 


(i) Begin an education programme highlighting litter and environmental quality 
issues. (including visiting schools) 


(ii) Use intelligence to understand where the local hot spots of environmental 
crime are and develop plans to address them. 


(iii) Community engagement - meeting local ward members, partnerships, 
community groups and other partners to raise their profile and gather 
intelligence information. 


(iv) Involvement in “green” projects ( e.g. Northumbria in Bloom). 

(v) Environmental campaigns (e.g. keep Britain tidy). 

(vi) Enforcement duties ( e.g. litter clearing notices & fixed penalties for dog 

fouling and littering ). 


It was also agreed wardens are to deal with any enforcement duties they feel 
appropriate whilst carrying out their duties using the powers available to them. 


           All the above actions implemented will allow the Council to grasp an initial 
understanding of current Environmental and anti social issues within Stanley and 
allow us to asses the impact it is making and help prioritise the service for the 
future. 
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2. Current Position 

Just over two months into the set up of the Service. The Neighbourhood Wardens 
have carried out much work, seen in the attached update report from the 
Neighbourhood Wardens. ( update report of works by Wardens ATTACHMENT  )


I am pleased to advise Council that the Neighbourhood Warden Service seems to 
be running smoothly albeit it early days, the Wardens have been involved with 
various projects and initiatives, including the supporting of Events. 


3. Recommendation 

Members are RECOMMENDED to:


(i) CONSIDER the update report provided by the Wardens 

(ii) Provide feedback/ direction in respect of the service


 

James Harper		 	 	 	 

Community Development Manager  
Stanley Town Council 

james.harper@stanley-tc.gov.uk

01207 299109
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STANLEY TOWN COUNCIL 
NEIGHBOURHOOD WARDEN 
MONTHLY PERFORMANCE REPORT 
– July & August 2018 

 

This report details tasks and actions dealt with by Stanley Town 
Council neighbourhood warden enhanced service.  
 
 
 
Dog fouling  
 

No. of  
Investigations 
of dog fouling 

Warning/ 
Advisory 

Letters issued 
5  

 
 
Litter   
 

No. of    
Reports 

Fixed 
Penalty 
Notices 
issued 

Litter 
Educate 

Litter 
Pick 

Events 

Prosecutions  
July/August 

  1 2  
 
 
Untidy Yards and Gardens 
  
 

No. of      
Reports 

Community 
Protection 
Warnings 

issued 

Community 
Protection 

Notices 
issued 

Fixed 
Penalty 
Notices 
issued 

Council Tax 
Checks 

2 2 2 2 2 
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Fly-tipping 
 
 

No. of 
Investigations 

Duty of Care 
Warning 

Letters issued 

Fixed Penalty 
Notices 
issued 

Section 108 
Notices 

DASH Target 
Hardening 

PACE 
Interviews 

 
12  1 5 12 2 5 

 

 
Vehicle Checks / Police 
 

No. of Checks Producers 
issued 

Fixed 
Penalty 
Notices 
issued 

Waste 
Carriers 

CCTV 
Signage 

Prosecutions 
from 

July/August 

5    2  
 
Business Duty of Care visits (sec.47) 
 

Duty of 
Care 

Inspection 

Section 47 
Notice issued 

Prosecutions 
July/August 

 
69   

 
Abandoned Vehicles 

No. of Reports 15 Day Notices 
Issued 

Vehicles removed 
by STC NW 

Fixed 
Penalty 
Notices 
issued 

Prosecutions 
July/August    

2 1 1 1  
 
 
Anti-social behaviour (ASB)  

 

No. of Cases 
Investigated 
by STC NW 

Home Visits Warning 
letters 

6 Fires   
 

No. of Cases 
Investigated 
by STC NW 

Police 
Airwaves 

Radios STC 
NW 

PACT 
Meetings 

No. of  
Alcohol 

Seizures by 
STC NW 

Off Road 
Motor Bikes 

Sec.183 
Nuisance 
Vehicles 
issued by 
STC NW 

2 2 2  6  
 

 
Northumbria in Bloom  

 

Northumbria in Bloom 
Community 

Engagement 
10 10 
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Please note:  
The Neighbourhood enhanced service aim to investigate all matters reported;  
In order to take effective action and gather evidence to form the basis for enforcement, sound, detailed 
information is required.  
Anonymous complaints limit the ability of the team to gather further information from witnesses, and 
mean that the person reporting the matter may not receive any feedback about the investigation. 

 
Anyone wishing to report any of the above issues within the Stanley Town Council area can do so in 
confidence at www.durham.gov.uk or call 03000 261 000. 
 
                                           ------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
We would like to introduce ourselves David Jarvis (SW 129) on the right and Kieran Rice (SW 109) on 
the left, we are the two new Stanley Town Council neighbourhood wardens for the enhanced service.  
 
Funding has been provided by Stanley Town Council, from 16th July 2018 for a period of three years.   
 

 
 
Our current priorities identified by Stanley Town Council are: 
 

 
• Begin an education programme highlighting litter and environmental quality issues. 
• (including visiting schools) 
• Use intelligence to understand where the local hot spots of environmental crime are 

and develop plans to address them. 
• Community engagement - meeting local ward members, partnerships, community 

groups and other partners to raise their profile and gather intelligence information. 
• Involvement in “green” projects (e.g. Northumbria in Bloom). 
• Environmental campaigns (e.g. keep Britain tidy). 
• Enforcement duties ( e.g. litter clearing notices & fixed penalties for dog fouling and 
• Littering). 

 
 
You will see from the above spreadsheets that we have been very active during the past weeks and 
we would like to provide a description on our achievements so far. 
 
Stray Dogs/Dog fouling 
 
There have been no stray dogs passed to the Stanley Town Council neighbourhood wardens however 
any stray dogs would have been passed direct to the Nighbourhood Warden Team leaders to deal with 
as a priority. 
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Members of the public and police have highlighted 5, hotspot areas in the Stanley Town Council area 
where inconsiderate dog owners/walkers are not picking up after their dogs. We are patrolling these 
areas on a regulaer basis speaking to dog owners/walkers under a high profile presence. We will 
continue to monitor these areas in order to educate on environmental issues.  
 
Litter picking events 
 
There have been two separate litter picking events which we have attended to promote commuinty 
engagement, clean up the area of litter and educate in a partnership role.  
The two events were located at: 
 

• Stanley Town Council –Annfield Plain, C2C Cycle track, 
• Durham Police/ Durham Fire & Rescue Service - Memorial Park, South Moor, Stanley. 

 
 
 
Both events were a huge success with members of the public joining in the litter pick at Memorial 
Park, South Moor with 13 x bags and a damaged hoover removed from the park area. Durham Fire & 
Rescue Service kindly provided a fire engine for the final photograph of the event. 
 

 
 
Untidy Yards and Gardens 
 
Two addresses in the Stanley area had been reported direct to the Stanley Town Council 
Neighbourhood Wardens. Both addresses were investigated, photographed and the tenants spoken to 
on what they should do to tidy up the gardens and ensure it does not reoccur. 
Warnings were issued a 7 day Community Protection Warning (CPW) which both passed without 
attention, therefore a 14 day Community Protection Notice (CPN) was issued. Again both notices 
passed without the gardens being completely cleared of waste so, both addresses were issued with a 
fixed penalty notice for non-compliance. 
 
Fly Tipping 
 
Fly tipping is a criminal offence which carries a maximum fine of up to £50,000 in court, and or a 12 
month jail sentence. The Stanley Town Council area is patrolled on a regular basis. During our patrols 
we have investigated 12 fly tipping offences and had them removed/cleaned up from site by Durham 
County Council Clean & Green Department. There was evidence in 5 of the 12 occumulations which 
resulted in all 5 suspects been served notice to attend interview.  
Following an interview one local man addmitted to commiting the fly tipping offence and was served with 
a fixed penalty notice for £400. Investigations on the remaining 4, fly tips are still ongoing with a number 
of suspects involved. Two of the fly tips where next to the main highway leading to farm field gates and 
after speaking to local farmers both access gates were target hardened placing boulders next to the 
gates to prevent any further tipping. 
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Business Duty of Care: 
 
To promote Northumbria and Stanley in Bloom 2019 the wardens visited all business properties on 
front street, in Stanley to carry out business duty of care inspections.  
This would confirm all business owners do have a valid waste removal contract in place and if not to 
apply to a registered company to obtain one accordingly. We have visited 69 businesses to record and 
educate on business waste removal and all owners confirmed that they would be interested to support 
Stanley/Northumbria in Bloom 2019. 
 

 
 
Abandoned Vehicles 
 
We have dealt with 2, abandoned vehicle complaints one from Durham Police and another from a 
local resident. The police complaint resulted in the vehicle being removed from the council highway 
and a fixed penalty issued to the registered keeper.  
The report of abandonment from the resident had no current keeper and was also removed from the 
council highway and stored for a period of 7 days before being legally disposed of. 
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Anti-Social Behaviour 
 
There have been a number of reports of deliberate fires in the Stanley Town Council area during the 
hot weather. We carried out patrols in partnership with DCC wardens, police and fire service to assess 
any fire damage, engage with the community and erect “police are watching you” signs throught the 
woodland and park areas.  
 
Following a meeting with Durham Police and Durham Fire & Rescue Service we were asked to attend 
two  locations in Quaking Houses, and the C2C Cycle track starting at Annfield Plain,  which were 
targets for deliberate fires. Since our  patrols of the area there have been no signs/reports of new fires. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
We have attended a Police and Community Together (PACT) meetings at South Moor Police Station in  
July and August to engage with the local community and support our partners Durham Constabulary. 
Local residents have raised their concerns with various issues in the community with the police and 
Durham County Council providing back up and support where needed.  
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The main issue raised was in the area was the constant nusiance of off road motor bikes.  
The off road motor bikes are very often uninsured a pose a danger to the public, therefore should not 
be on the highway or on council land. There have been reports of a horse and rider being hit by one 
bike which has raised health & Safety concerns for members of the public in the area.  
 
Memorial Park, South Moor, has been plagued with off road motor bikes with the owners of the bikes 
building ramps and barriers in woodland area to the south of the park. A joint operation between Stanley 
Town Council Neighbourhood Wardens, Durham County Council Neighbourhood Wardens, and 
Durham Police was organised to remove the ramps, litter pick the area and re-open all the 
footpaths/tracks prieviously obstructed. The park was revisted after the clean up operation and none of 
the former ramps and barriers had been re-built, so the operation was a success. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Photographs of two of the many ramps and barriers obstructing the footpaths and tracks used by 
walkers and their familys in Memorial Park, South Moor, Stanley. One photograph of a section of 
woodland footpath safely re-opened to the public. 
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Stanley Town Council Neighbourhood Wardens will continue to monitor the park and engage with the 
local community and deal with any anti social behaviour issues. 
 
Northumbria in Bloom 
 
One of our main priorities with Stanley Town Council is to promote the  competition Northumbria in 
Bloom 2019. Planning and design needs to be implemented now in 2018 for the Spring and Summer 
judging next year. A Stanley Town Council working group was set up to discuss various issues along 
the lines of community engagement, project planning, design, funding and resources. 
 
The Stanley Town Council Neighbourhood Wardens have visited local businesses to promote 
Northumbria in Bloom. 
 

• Schools  
• PACT House 
• Garden Centre  
• Community Groups and Volunteers  
• Durham County Council (DCC) Civic Pride  
• (DCC) Morrison Busty Nursery  
• Karbon Homes  
• Durham Constabulary 
• (DCC) Clean and Green Department  
• Groundwork 

 
The working group agreed the judging route for the competition. The route was visited and possible 
locations agreed for floral features etc. There are multiple features throughout the route which will need 
to be planned and designed with local community groups/volunteers to ensure that our application with 
Northumbria in Bloom 2019 is successful.  
 

 
 
Report compiled by: 
 
David Jarvis (SW 129)  
Kieran Rice (SW109) 
 
Neighbourhood Warden – Stanley Town council.  
14th September 2018. 
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FULL COUNCIL ACTION LOG - Updated 20-6-18

Meeting 
Date

Minute 
Ref

Lead 
Officer

Agenda Item Action Date Complete Notes

27.03.18 301 Alan 
Shaw

12 - Civic Hall Fees and 
Charges

Implement new fees and charges for 2018/19 New fees agreed by Council on 27/3/18 and 
implemented

27.03.18 300 Alan 
Shaw

11 - Draft SLA for 
Warden Service

Negotiate service with DCC Meeting held with DCC, Spec is agreed and 
rollout of service is planned for Mid July

27.03.18 299 Alan 
Shaw

10 - Events 
Specification

Move forward and advertise for partners to 
bring bids to Council

Uploaded to Contract Finder website. Deadline 
for submissions is 19th May 2018. Submissions 
received, report and decision pending

27.03.18 296 Nicola 
James & 
Alan 
Shaw

7 - Recommendations 
of Committee Meetings

Inform grant applicants of decisions, send 
offer letter and arrange for payment

Nicola informed applicants 29.03.18 Offer letters 
to follow

13.03.18 265 James 
Harper

12 - Louisa Morrison 
Memorial

Apply for faculty to have the memorial stone 
moved to the Louisa site in Stanley

Consultation period for faculty application expires 
on 26/4/18 and will be submitted. Awaiting the 
outcome of the faculty application

13.03.18 263 James 
Harper

10 - War Memorial Working Group to be convened to identify 
whether there is public support.

Request for meeting with working group sent on 
18-3-18, no meeting yet arranged, to be re-sent.

13.03.18 261 James 
Harper

8 - Events Specification Assessment criteria to be added to and 
revised spec submitted to Council on 27.03.18

Spec agreed on 27/3/18

23.01.18 252 Alan 
Shaw

13 - Budget and 
Precept (Part B)

Implement staffing structure (including 
wardens service and TUPE of GWNE staff)

01.10.18 Staff meetings held between 24.01.18 and 
29.01.18.  Initial meetings held with HR advisor on 
31.01.18. Outline of the restructure process 
circulated to members on 9.2.18.  Initial drafts of 
new JDs done 6.2.18. Discussions with HR re: 
JDs on-going. Context statement and JDs on 
Agenda for 24th April for approval. Coffee shop 
staff given notice and due to finish on 10th May 
2018. GWNE staff have been transferred. Staff 
consultation due to begin for implementation. 
Restructure to be implemented on 1st October 
2018 and advert for Deputy Town Clerk published

23.01.18 250 Alan 
Shaw

10 - Budget and 
Precept (Part A)

Submit precept demand 24.01.18 Done

23.01.18 249 James 
Harper

9 - Stanley in Bloom Jointly manage the Stanley In Bloom 
campaign with DCC

Meeting held with DCC on 16.2.18.  Report to be 
brought to P&I Committee for 13.3.18. Report to 
be submitted to P&I in May. Decision taken to 
defer to 2019/20

23.01.18 248 Alan 
Shaw/ 
James 
Harper

8 - Recommendations 
of Committee Meetings

Environmental Cleanup team to be brought in 
house

Meeting held with Groundwork and notice given. 
Work underway to secure lease vehicles and 
uniform and to agree inventory of equipment for 
transfer. Premises and storage issue outstanding. 
Staff TUPEd across on 23rd April

23.01.18 248 Alan 
Shaw

8 - Recommendations 
of Committee Meetings

Police Cars - to be forward funded over three 
years

16.03.18 Invoice received and process for lease of vehicles 

23.01.18 248 Alan 
Shaw

8 - Recommendations 
of Committee Meetings

Stars YC - Detailed plan to be submitted 
before the end of the financial year

Requested update on 16-3-18 and chased on 
18-4-18. Further request sent on 19th September

28.11.17 187 Alan 
Shaw

8 - Recommendations 
of Committee Meetings

Dying to work Policy. Implement Policy and 
contact TUC to publicise 

Initial contact made with TUC date to be arranged 
for publicity. Emails sent to Beth Farhat on 11/9 
and 18/9 to try and get date organised.

07.11.17 154 Alan 
Shaw

5 - Request from the 
Just for Women Centre

The Town Council will seek to purchase the 
property at no more than the maximum price 
agreed

Building purchased. JFW have occupied

24.10.17 148 Alan 
Shaw

11 - Stanley Council 
Offices

Notify DCC that the Town Council intends to 
withdraw from the purchase of the building on 
the current terms

30.10.17 Done

24.10.17 148 Alan 
Shaw

11 - Stanley Council 
Offices

Liaise with DCC and express our desire to see 
the building restored in the medium term, with 
a focus on the use of the building as a 
heritage asset for the town

To be actioned following restructure (13.03.18)

24.10.17 148 11 - Stanley Council 
Offices

Research into possible sources of funding, 
with the assistance of suitably qualified and 
experienced fund raisers who can identify 
sources and prepare bids for external funding

To be actioned following restructure (13.03.18)

24.10.17 145 Alan 
Shaw

8 - Medium Term Plan In consultation with the Chairman of Finance, 
prepare an outline 3 year delivery timeline and 
indicative budget estimates for the delivery of 
the plan

28.11.17 Done

24.10.17 144 Alan 
Shaw

7 - Recommendations 
of Finance & 
Governance

Adapt the Cirencester Standing Orders and 
amend our own SO’s accordingly

24.10.17 Done

24.10.17 140 Nicola 
James

3 - Town Mayors 
Announcements

Date for OAP Christmas Dinner to be emailed 
to Members

10.11.17 Done

Item 18 - ATTACHMENT S



26.09.17 120 Alan 
Shaw

11 - Civic Regalia The Town Clerk look into the costs for 
purchasing Civic Regalia for the Town Mayor’s 
consort and the Deputy Town Mayor and 
report findings to FC

28.08.18 Quotes have been obtained for Civic Regalia and 
passed to the Leader/ Mayor for consideration.

26.09.17 118 James 
Harper

9 - Recommendations 
of Projects & Initiatives

Christmas - Officers be instructed to deliver 
the event in line with that outlined in the draft 
specification

6.12.17 Event delivered in accordance with spec

26.09.17 118 Alan 
Shaw

9 - Recommendations 
of Finance & 
Governance

MIF Policy - A working group be established 
to review the current policy and bring 
recommendations to FC

24.10.17 Policy reviewed and amended

26.09.17 118 James 
Harper

9 - Recommendations 
of Finance & 
Governance

DBS Checks - Council should implement a 
policy of compulsory DBS checks for elected 
members in line with DCC policy and ID cards 
be purchased for members and staff

Outstanding - Tasked J Harper with delivery 
12.2.18

26.09.17 118 Nicola 
James

9 - Recommendations 
of Finance & 
Governance

ID Cards to be purchased for members and 
staff

Done

25.07.17 76 Alan 
Shaw/ 
James 
Harper

7 - Recommendations 
of Projects & Initiatives

Louisa Memorial - DCC should be asked for a 
licence to have the stone relocated to Annfield 
Plain Park

Permissions have been obtained for both 
locations, however the matter is still not resolved. 
On agenda for 27.2.18

25.07.17 76 James 
Harper

7 - Recommendations 
of Projects & Initiatives

Armed Forces Day - 2018 planning should 
begin immediately

Ongoing.

25.07.17 76 James 
Harper

7 - Recommendations 
of Projects & Initiatives

Christmas - A specification should be 
produced for the Christmas Light switch on 
event and that bids are invited from outside 
providers 

Draft spec on agenda for 27.2.18

27.06.17 45 James 
Harper

7 - Recommendations 
of Projects & Initiatives

The two surplus tractors be donated to 
Beamish FC and Annfield Plain FC

23.11.17 Both tractors handed over. 

27.06.17 45 Alan 
Shaw

7 - Recommendations 
of Projects & Initiatives

An extra-ordinary meeting of Council be 
scheduled to consider medium term planning 
in detail

Meeting was not held , MTP was completed 
through P&I process in November 2017.

Meeting 
Date

Minute 
Ref

Lead 
Officer

Agenda Item Action Date Complete Notes
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