Item 4 - ATTACHMENT A
Question from Kevin Reay:
Dear Alan,
I should like to place this question before the meeting of STC, due to take place on Sept 20th. As I
am unable to attend the meeting, due to my leaving the country in order to work abroad, I should
like this question to be read out on my behalf.
1) Last year, in this chamber, members of STC gave assurances, that any future plans for a
firework display in Stanley, would be subject to a tendering process. This assurance was intended
to ensure that STC were left with a choice of providers, and would not have to use Stanley Events
as a matter of course. Might I ask the members what they have done, both indiviually and
collectively, to ensure that this tendering process took place? Might we also have an absolute
assurance that any future plans would be subject to a tendering process?
2) With regard to the fireworks display. It is claimed that the recent STC survey revealed a desire
among the public for such a display. In evidence we were presented with a "word cloud" which
counted the number of times the word "fireworks" was mentioned. Each mention was counted as
being in favour. Might I add that, in my opinion, such a tool is not indicative of any such desire.For
example, the words "No fireworks" should not be counted as being supportive.
Yours sincerely
Kevin Reay

Response from Town Clerk:
Dear Kevin,
Thank you for your message.
In relation to your points, you are able to forward questions to be considered by the Council in
writing as well as in person, however, I would like to clarify a couple of areas because I think I can
answer your queries without the need to put the matter to Council.
You say in your first point that “members of STC gave assurances, that any future plans for a
firework display in Stanley, would be subject to a tendering process.” This is correct in so far as it
relates to STC itself organising a fireworks display. However, when the budgets were set for the
year 2016/17 (i.e. the current financial year) no provision was made in the budget for an STC
organised fireworks display nor has the Council made a decision that STC will organise a fireworks
display. Therefore, the members (and the staff) have collectively done nothing about organising
any fireworks display because they decided not to organise one and did not budget for one.
Hypothetically, if STC took a decision to organise a fireworks event itself in the future, the Council
would have to comply with its own Financial Regulations in any procurement exercise, which would
require multiple tenders to be obtained.
In respect of the survey results, the data was analysed manually by STC Officers so I do not
believe it is the case that responses of ‘no fireworks’ would have been taken as positive support for
fireworks. The full unedited data captured in the survey was and remains published on our website
and is available to be analysed by anybody who wants to. The link is here: http://www.stanleytc.gov.uk/march-agenda-uploaded/ The relevant download is the ‘Raw anonymised data from
survey’.
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The status of the survey is that it is intended to assist in the development of a medium term plan
which has not yet been put to Council for approval, therefore whilst the Council has made a
decision that it will address issues identified as priorities in the survey, it had not as yet formalised
what its policy will be in relation to any of these matters, which would include fireworks displays.
As I believe you are aware, the Council has received a request for funding from Stanley Events for
a fireworks event they are organising in November. Council will consider the application and decide
whether or not to make a grant award at the meeting on 20th September, which will be open to the
public.
I believe this response covers the questions you have raised, however, if there are further
questions you would like to be asked at the Council meeting please let me know. I have copied
your original message and this response to all members of the Council and they will also be
circulated with the Council papers so they are on public record.
Yours sincerely
Alan

Alan Shaw
Town Clerk
Stanley Town Council
Civic Hall | Front Street | Stanley | DH9 0NA
Tel: 01207 299109
www.stanley-tc.gov.uk

Item 4 - ATTACHMENT B
Question from Robert Scott:
Name: Robert Scott
E-Mail: robertscott@power-scott.co.uk
Subject: Automated External Defibrilator AED
Message: I wonder if the Town Council has considered siting an Automated External Defibrilator
(AED) in Stanley. I understand that for every minute which elapses following a cardiac arrest the
sufferer's chances of survival reduce by 10%. An AED can be purchased for something in the
region of £2,000 . No specific training is necessary. The device is stored in a prominent position &
the location can be found via the internet but if the location was made known locally to traders &
businesses that would seem to be the best way of "advertising" the availability & location of the
AED. You may have seen the green boxes containing an AED in other towns.
I should add I have no personal interest in such a proposal. It just seems to me to be a good use of
local taxpayers money
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MINUTES of the ORDINARY MEETING OF STANLEY TOWN COUNCIL
Held at The Venue, Stanley on Tuesday 19th July 2016 at 6.30pm
PRESENT:

J Nicholson*
W Nixon
D Mills
B Nair

A Clegg
T Davinson (18:33)
D Walker
M Wilkinson

G Graham
R Harrison
R Ferris

C Thompson
D Tully
L Marshall

*Chairman
OFFICERS:

Alan Shaw (Town Clerk)
Nicola James (PA to the Town Clerk)
Derek Shingleton (Finance Manager)

IN ATTENDANCE: 5 members of the public
ABSENT:

Cllr C McKee

95

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies received from Cllrs D McMahon, C Bell, L Elliott, D Marshall and J Charlton
were accepted by Council.

96

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllrs C Thompson and D Tully declared an interest in Tanfield Lea Partnership.

97

PROCEDURAL AND APPROPRIATE ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE
CHAIRMAN
The Clerk reminded members that they must wait to be recognised by the Chair
before speaking.
The Chair Members waived the requirement for Members to stand whilst speaking
due to the heat.
Nobody was recording the meeting.

98

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Simon Green - The Fringe Photographer
Simon expressed his thanks for the opportunity to work with the Town Council on
The Fringe.
Michelle Kindleysides - Dementia Friendly Communities
Michelle introduced Members to the Dementia Friendly Communities Alzheimer’s
Society initiative. Members agreed that it would be a good idea for Civic Hall staff to
undertake some Dementia Awareness training.

99

CONFIRMATION OF COUNCIL MINUTES
It was proposed by Cllr L Marshall, seconded by Cllr B Nair and RESOLVED that the
minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on 21st June 2016 be approved as a correct
record and signed by the Chair.
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It was proposed by Cllr R Harrison, seconded by Cllr G Graham and RESOLVED that
the minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting held on 5th July 2016 be approved as a
correct record and signed by the Chair.
100

MINUTES OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee
held on 5th July 2016 be RECEIVED by Council.

101

ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND BANK RECONCILIATION
It was proposed by Cllr R Harrison, seconded by Cllr A Clegg and RESOLVED that
the payment of accounts of June 2016 be APPROVED and that the bank reconciliation
be noted.

102

BUDGETARY CONTROL
Members considered the budgetary control report prepared by the Finance Manager
and it was RESOLVED that no further action was required.
Cllr D Walker requested that a profit and loss account for the Coffee Shop be
provided at the next Full Council.

103

MEMBERS INITIATIVE FUND
Members NOTED the MIF payments report from the Town Clerk and DECIDED no
action was required.
It was proposed by Cllr W Nixon, seconded by Cllr A Clegg and RESOLVED that the
amendments to the MIF policy be APPROVED and that the policy as adopted be
adhered to. Members APPROVED the following changes to the policy:

104

(i)

No funding should be granted retrospectively;

(ii)

All MIFs must be submitted by the end of February and no further payments
will be made under the MIF scheme until the next financial year to avoid
accounting problems experienced with MIFs being submitted too late to be
processed in the correct financial year.

(iii)

MIFs must be resolved within 3 weeks of submission.

(iv)

Amendments to paragraph 3.6 in the policy - to give the Clerk or the Chairman
the discretion to refer an application to Full Council in instances where the
‘benefit’ to Stanley is ambiguous.

STREET TRADING
It was proposed by Cllr D Mills, seconded by Cllr R Harrison and RESOLVED that
Members give the Town Clerk authority to lobby DCC on it’s behalf for the
prohibition on street trading to be lifted in Front Street and for a delegation to be
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made to the Town Council to permit us to authorise our own traders for events we
have organised and have cleared through SAG.
105

REQUESTS FOR FUNDING
Oxhill Youth Club
It was proposed by Cllr D Walker, seconded by Cllr D Mills and RESOLVED that the
Town Council will decline to fund the Oxhill Youth Club Pantomine. The Council
already provides facilities at the Civic Hall at a heavily discounted rate.
Ball Hockey MIF
It was RESOLVED that Council will not fund this MIF application.
Tanfield Lea Partnership
It was proposed by Cllr D Mills, seconded by Cllr R Harrison and RESOLVED that
£1000 be granted to Tanfield Lea Partnership from the Communications and Events
Fun Days budget for their Childrens Fun Day.
North East Horticultural Society
Cllr Joan Nicholson declared an interest.
It was proposed by Cllr D Walker, seconded by Cllr D Mills and RESOLVED that the
Town Clerk request and examine further information and accounts from the North
East Horticultural Society before the Council will release funds the event.

106

USE OF PERSONAL MOBILE PHONES (STAFF)
It was proposed by Cllr R Harrison, seconded by Cllr G Graham and RESOLVED that
the Council will make a £10 contribution per month to each member of staff using
their personal devices for work purposes.

107

CHRISTMAS SHUTDOWN
Members RESOLVED that the Christmas shutdown period for the office staff would
be as follows:
Friday 23 December
Monday 26 December
Tuesday 27 December
Wednesday 28 December
Thursday 29 December
Friday 30 December
Monday 2 January
Tuesday 3 January

Close at 12:30pm (staff to use half day holiday or TOIL)
Closed BANK HOLIDAY
Closed BANK HOLIDAY
Closed EXTRA STATUTORY DAY
Closed EXTRA STATUTORY DAY
Closed PAID HOLIDAY GRANTED BY COUNCIL
Closed BANK HOLIDAY
Reopen
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EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC
Council RESOLVED that under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960,
the public and representatives of the press and broadcast media be excluded from the
meeting during the consideration of the following items of business as publicity would
be prejudicial to the public interest due to the confidential nature of the business to be
transacted.
Justification for excluding the public and press from consideration of the following item:
Consideration of awards to members of the public. To protect privacy of those individuals.

109

CHAIRMAN’S AWARDS
Members RESOLVED that the nominations put forward be approved.

110

DATE, TIME AND VENUE OF NEXT MEETING
Tuesday 20th September 2016, 18:30 at Stanley Civic Hall
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Extra-Ordinary Council Minutes 28th July 2016

MINUTES of the EXTRA-ORDINARY MEETING OF STANLEY TOWN COUNCIL
Held at Stanley Civic Hall, Front Street, Stanley on Thursday 28th July 2016 at 1.00pm
PRESENT:

J Nicholson*
R Harrison
D Mills
M Wilkinson

A Clegg
C Bell
D Walker

G Graham
L Elliott
R Ferris

W Nixon
D Marshall
L Marshall

*Chairman
OFFICERS:

Nicola James (PA to the Town Clerk)

IN ATTENDANCE:
111

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies received from Cllrs D McMahon, D Tully and J Charlton were
accepted by Council.
Cllrs T Davinson, C McKee, C Thompson and B Nair were absent.

112

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None.

113

PROCEDURAL AND APPROPRIATE ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE
CHAIRMAN
None.

114

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
There were no members of the public in attendance at this meeting.

115

EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC*
*Members recording the proceedings stopped at this point.
Council RESOLVED that under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960,
the public and representatives of the press and broadcast media be excluded from the
meeting during the consideration of the following items of business as publicity would
be prejudicial to the public interest due to the confidential nature of the business to be
transacted.
Justification for excluding the public and press from consideration of the following item:
Staffing Matter.

116

AUTHORITY TO RECRUIT
Following a discussion, it was proposed by Cllr L Marshall, seconded by Cllr D Mills
and RESOLVED that the Town Clerk be granted authority to recruit a replacement
Community Services Officer following the resignation of the current post holder.
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DATE, TIME AND VENUE OF NEXT MEETING
Tuesday 20th September 2016, 18:30 at Civic Hall (Ordinary Meeting)
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Planning Committee Minutes 30th August 2016
!

MINUTES of the PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING OF STANLEY TOWN COUNCIL
Held at Stanley Civic Hall, Front Street, Stanley on Tuesday 30th August 2016 at 6.30pm
PRESENT:

Cllr W Nixon*
Cllr R Ferris

Cllr G Graham

Cllr J Nicholson

Cllr R Harrison

*Chairman
OFFICERS:

Alan Shaw (Town Clerk)

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE: 1Members of the public
118

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies received from Cllr C Thompson were accepted by the Committee

119

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None.

120

PROCEDURAL AND APPROPRIATE ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE
CHAIRMAN OR TOWN CLERK
The Town Clerk noted that no one was recording this meeting.

121

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
None.

122

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES
It was RESOLVED that the Committee approve the minutes of the Planning
Committee meeting held on 14th June 2016.

123

PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Committee OBJECTED to the proposal to remove conditions permitting late
opening of the former Hibernian Club premises.
Members discussed the proposals for the former Sandhole Club in New Kyo and
asked the Town Clerk to support the New Kyo partnership with arranging a
meeting between interested residents and the developer to discuss the scheme in
more detail.

124

DATE, TIME AND VENUE OF NEXT MEETING

!
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To be confirmed.

!
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MEMBER’S INITIATIVE FUND
Application Form 2016 – 2017
Complete pages 1,2 and 6
1.

COUNCILLOR/S (providing funding):

2.

PROJECT NAME: Fireworks Festival

3.

TOTAL COST OF PROJECT: £16565

3.1 AMOUNT REQUESTED (from STC): £9520
4.

APPLICANTS DETAILS:
Delivery Organisation: Stanley Events_________________
Project Manager / Monitoring Officer: ____Anna Marshall_____________________
Position Held in Organisation:
Telephone Number:

Development Manager ________________

01207 239 227_________________________________

Address: Stanley Community Football Centre, Tyne Road, Stanley, Co. Durham.
DH9 6PZ
Email Address: anna@stanleyevents.co.uk
Bank Sort Code: 30-92-79
Bank Account Number: 34403568
5.

BRIEF PROJECT DESCRIPTION, ITS OBJECTIVES / EXPECTED OUTCOMES &
STC WARDS TO BENEFIT FROM THE PROJECT:
Since 2012 Stanley Events, a non for profit social enterprise, has continued to develop an annual
fireworks festival as a free event for the local area. The display has continued to grow and over
recent years has attracted over 9000 people per year. The event is highly regarded and visitor
feedback from the event through our social media, independent research and word of mouth has
been extremely positive. We continue to develop our staff base from local people, curre ntly havi ng
trained and employed over 60 local people to support the delivery of our events and those we are
contracted to support. The event has an excellent safety record and is well regarded by local
partners. The event is not only a great evening out but provides an official display, ensuring that an
organised display helps prevent smaller un-official displays and reducing risks to the wider public.
Stanley Events are committed to providing a free festival in Stanley, however as the eve nt be come s
PAGE 1
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increasingly more popular the costs of ensuring the safety of the event continue to rise as staffing
and traffic management become increasingly important. The costs for this year’s event are listed
below and provide for a 22minute choreographed display to music, children’s entertainment and live
music.

6.

ELEMENTS OF THE PROJECT AND A BREAKDOWN OF THE COSTS:
PR & Traffic management

£ 1620

Staffing

£ 2505

Site equipment – toilets, waste & removal, site cabin,
firefighting equipment, tower lights and fencing
Site re – instatement

£ 2120
£800

Fireworks, staging and permissions

£ 9520
£

6.1 PLEASE ATTACH A QUOTE / EVIDENCE OF COSTINGS TO THIS APPLICATION
(i.e. letter headed quote or price list from reputable supplier)
Done
7.

DETAILS OF ANY FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE THAT HAS BEEN SOUGHT /
OBTAINED FROM OTHER BODIES:

7.1

NAME OF ORGANISATION
Stanley Events – Management, supervision, SAG
application,

8.

AMOUNT £

CONFIRMED IN
WRITING? YES / NO

4654

yes

HAS THIS ORGANISATION PREVIOUSLY APPLIED TO STC FOR FUNDING?
Yes /

No

PLEASE PROVIDE DETAILS BELOW:
Previous fireworks festival, Christmas festivals and Music Festivals.

9.

ELECTED MEMBER’S DECLARATION:

9.1 Member’s involvement with the project (if any):
9.2 Member’s declaration of interest (if any):
9.3 Is the interest referred to on the latest registration of your interests (ROI) form?
Yes

No

10. Signed (Councillor/s)

Date

PAGE 2
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1.

11. Approved by (RFO)

Date

12. Approved by (Chair of STC)

Date

Conditions of funding

1) Simplified Terms and Conditions:
a) Your application sets out full details of the estimated eligible
costs. Funding will only be payable in respect of money spent on
the approved project. Any money spent prior to the date of any
Funding Offer may be ineligible. The funding must be spent
within 6 months of receipt of the funding.
b) Any significant change to the project as described in the
application must be agreed in advance by the Responsible
Finance Officer.
c) Stanley Town Council reserves the right to vary the amount of
funding payable where there have been such changes.
d) Stanley Town Council reserves the right to reduce the amount of
funding if the total amount spent on the project is less than the
estimated total in the Funding Offer.
e) A monitoring report must be submitted within 6 months of the
date of receipt of funding. The monitoring form will be sent to you
with payment, and it is designed to collect financial and nonfinancial details to enable progress to be monitored.
2) Eligible Project Costs:
a) The delivery organisation agrees that the funding must be used
on the Project and must not be used for:
i. Payment for unfair dismissal or redundancy to staff.
ii. Expenditure on activities of a political or exclusively
religious nature.
iii. Expenditure supported from other sources (for example:
the total cost of the Project must not be less than the total
of ALL Grants, Offers of Funding etc towards its cost).
iv. Expenditure on works or activities which any other person
or organisation has a statutory duty to undertake.
v. Recoverable VAT.
vi. Any liability arising out of negligence.
PAGE 3
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b) The delivery organisation should contact the RFO at Stanley
Town Council (01207 299 109) if there is any doubt as to whether
a particular cost is eligible to be paid out of the funding.

3) Breach of Conditions and Recovery:
a) Stanley Town Council may also reduce, suspend or withhold
funding or require all or part of the funding to be repaid, if it is
believed that:
i. The funding has not been used for the purposes for which
it was given.
ii. The application form was completed dishonestly or the
supporting
documents
gave
false
or
misleading
information.
iii. Insufficient measures are being taken to investigate and
resolve any reported irregularity.
iv. There are reasonable grounds to believe that it is
necessary to protect public money.
v. There are any other reasons why continuing to fund the
Project would be undesirable.
4) Maintaining Records:
a. The delivery organisation must keep accurate records of activities
and outcomes achieved by the project.
b. These must be available for inspection at any reasonable time by
Stanley Town Council.
c. Up to date accounts must be kept with all invoices, receipts and
other relevant documents relating to a claim for payment, such
that a clear audit trail can be followed. These must be made
available for inspection at any reasonable time.
d. All receipts for spend must be copied and returned with the claim
and monitoring forms when requested; (please only supply
copies, not the original receipts).
5) Publicity:
a. The delivery organisation must ensure that appropriate publicity
is given to the approved project wherever practicable by:
i. Drawing attention to the benefits and opportunities afforded
by the scheme.
PAGE 4
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ii.

iii.

Appropriate reference to the Stanley Town Council funding
should be included on any related literature and publicity
associated with the project e.g. annual report, posters etc.
(with evidence provided to STC).
Digital photographs shall be provided (and other
audio/visual material if applicable) for use in future Town
Council publications such as Town Council News and/or
the website etc.

6) Other Matters:
a. The delivery organisation should ensure that it and anyone acting
on its behalf complies with the law for the time being in force in
the United Kingdom and in particular:
i. Takes all necessary steps to secure health, safety and
welfare of all persons involved in the project.
ii. Does not unlawfully discriminate against any person on the
grounds of sex, disability, race, age or faith.
b. The delivery organisation should ensure that the project has the
necessary authority (legislative or otherwise) for the activity
proposed.
7) Insurance:
a. The delivery organisation will maintain adequate appropriate
insurance at all times.
b. The delivery organisation must keep any assets acquired by the
funding in good repair and must make sure that it has adequate
insurance for all of them.
8) Financial Arrangements:
a) The delivery organisation should have a bank account in its own
name, or obtain written agreement from STC to use another
organisation as an ‘accountable body’. Appropriate arrangements
should be in place for the management and administration for this
account.
b) The delivery organisation may be required to provide Stanley
Town Council with details of all income or profit received in
respect of the project.
c) The delivery organisation must seek advice from the Responsible
Finance Officer (01207 299 109) if financial problems appear
likely or are actually experienced.
PAGE 5
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d) When purchasing equipment and supplies, services etc. the
delivery organisation should ensure that it is able to obtain value
for money.

2.

Acceptance of Funding Award / Offer of Financial Support:
a) Any queries regarding this offer letter should be referred to the
Town Council’s Responsible Finance Officer.
b) Please sign below to show that you have read and understood
the Conditions of Funding above
Name ________________________ Signature ________________________

c) Please specify to whom the cheque/s should be made payable
_________________________________________________

d) A copy of these Conditions will be sent to you with your cheque

PAGE 6
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Stanley Events
Stanley Community Football Centre
Tyne Road, Stanley
DH9 6PZ
Dear Alan,
RE: Funding request towards Stanley Fireworks Festival 2016
Please see below a funding breakdown and proposal for the 2016 Fireworks Festival.
Since 2012 Stanley Events, a non for profit social enterprise, has continued to develop an annual
fireworks festival as a free event for the local area. The display has continued to grow and over recent
years has attracted over 9000 people per year. The event is highly regarded and visitor feedback from
the event through our social media, independent research and word of mouth has been extremely
positive. We continue to develop our staff base from local people, currently having trained and
employed over 60 local people to support the delivery of our events and those we are contracted to
support. The event has an excellent safety record and is well regarded by local partners. The event is
not only a great evening out but provides an official display, ensuring that an organised display helps
prevent smaller un-official displays and reducing risks to the wider public.
Stanley Events are committed to providing a free festival in Stanley, however as the event becomes
increasingly more popular the costs of ensuring the safety of the event continue to rise as staffing and
traffic management become increasingly important. The costs for this year’s event are listed below
and provide for a 22minute choreographed display to music, children’s entertainment and live music.

PR & Traffic
Including; Marketing, Publicity, Resident Engagement, Traffic Management
Costs £1620
Staffing Costs
Including; SIA, Stewards, Event’s Safety Officer, Control Room, Site Assembly, Site Dismantle and litter
picking, radio hire.
Costs £2505
Site Equipment
Including; Gazebo’s, Generators, Crowd Control Barrier, Toilets, Waste & removal, Fire Fighting
Equipment, Tower Lights.
Costs £2120
Site Re-Instatement
Costs £800
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Fireworks, Staging, Permissions
Including; Fireworks, PA System, Staging, Compere, Event Insurance, First Aid
Costs £9520
Stanley Events Contribution as *match funds*
Management, Supervision, SAG application, Licenses, Administration
Costs already secured £4654.50
Total Fundraising target required
Total match currently secured

£16,565.00
£4654.20

Stanley Events would like Stanley Town Council to consider funding the 2016 fireworks festival so that
the popular event can remain free for families cross our local area.
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you would like to discuss the proposal further.

Kind Regards,

Anna Marshall
Stanley Events
anna@stanleyevents.co.uk
07879810960
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From: Carl Marshall <carl@stanleyevents.co.uk>
Date: Thursday, 19 May 2016 at 11:35
To: Alan Shaw <alan.shaw@stanley-tc.gov.uk>
Cc: Anna Marshall <anna@stanleyevents.co.uk>
Subject: Fireworks Proposal
Hi Alan
Please see attached a proposal for this year’s fireworks festival.
Anna will be more than happy to sit down and discuss anything that needs clarification.
Thanks
Carl

CURRENT - MIF
Applica…NS.doc
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From:
Subject:
Date:
To:
Cc:

Alan Shaw alan.shaw@stanley-tc.gov.uk
Re: Fireworks Proposal
19 May 2016 at 12:10
Carl Marshall carl@stanleyevents.co.uk
Anna Marshall anna@stanleyevents.co.uk

Carl,
I acknowledge receipt of your message.
As this is an application for grant funding could you please complete and return the
funding application form and also supply a copy of the company’s most recent set of
annual accounts.
Could you also expand on the application: The supporting text refers to children’s
entertainment and live music but there is no breakdown of costs or detail for these.
As I write, you will be aware that the Town Council did not make provision in the
budget for a fireworks display in 2016/17. However, I am aware (as I am certain you
are) that the fireworks event was popular with residents when we conducted a
community survey earlier this year. We have published the results of our survey on
our website.
The Council will be holding an extraordinary meeting in early June this year to
consider how to respond to the results of the survey and may (or may not) decide to
review the budgets at this time. I will obviously make members aware that your
application has been received upon receipt of the completed grant funding form.
In terms of the document as it stands, I would offer the following feedback: The
breakdown of funding includes the following: Radios, Gazebo’s, Generators, Crowd
Control Barrier, Toilets Fire Fighting Equipment, Tower Lights. Staging.
It is my understanding (and most if not all members of the Council will have the same
view, I suspect) that Stanley Events already owns most if not all of these things. The
Council may wish to know why funding is being requested for assets that the company
already has in its possession (the same items appear on previous funding
applications). Could you clarify why funding is being requested for these items.
I look forward to hearing from you.
Kind Regards
Alan
Alan Shaw
Town Clerk
Stanley Town Council
Civic Hall | Front Street | Stanley | DH9 0NA
Tel: 01207 299109
www.stanley-tc.gov.uk

Item 7 - ATTACHMENT F
From:
Subject:
Date:
To:

Anna Marshall anna@stanleyevents.co.uk
Fireworks 2016
20 July 2016 at 12:39
Alan Shaw alan.shaw@stanley-tc.gov.uk

Hi Alan
Please see attached our application for Funding towards the Firework Festival this
November. In response to your question as to why we request funding for items we
already own:
Stanley Events equipment needs to be repaired, replaced and maintained on a
regular basis. As company we also incur costs for transporting the equipment as well
as staff to assemble it. So, unfortunately we are not able to offer these without any
cost attached. Hope this can help answer your question.
Many thanks
Anna

FireworksMIF20
16.doc
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Email from Cathrine Baker:
Name: Cathrine Baker
Subject: Fireworks Display
Message: I'd just like to say how much my family enjoyed last years fireworks display! As a mum
with a low income, and no means to get around apart from buses, its great to have a display so
close to home, and of course its free which is always a bonus! We are highly anticipating this years
display.
*****

Email from Emily White:
Name: Emily White
Subject: Stanley Fireworks Display at Oakies Park
Message: Alan Shaw/STC
Just a short note to state it would be wonderful if funding could be provided to hold the annual
fireworks display at Oakies park. We have taken our children each year and they thoroughly enjoy
it. It is an amazing event and enjoyed by all local residents. I understand this is being discussed at
a meeting on 20th Sep and I would luv this to be held for Stanley residents again. It is so important
that our children have these experiences and opportunities.
Thank you for your time with this matter, it really is appreciated.
Emily White
*****

Email from Emma Thomas:
Name: Emma thomas
Subject: Alan Shaw
Message: Fao Alan Shaw
Please can we have funding for fireworks at Stanley again this year. I have 5 kids and don't drive.
They would be heartbroken to miss out as would many other children in Stanley
*****

Email from Adele King:
Name: Adele
Subject: Free fireworks display at Oakes
Message: I have been going to this event every year since it started. I have brought up 4 kids and
4 grandkids to this event. They thoroughly look forward to it every year come rain hail snow
whatever the weather. This event is free and thousands of Stanley folk attend young and old for
some (on the dole ) it's the only way they can afford to take their kids to see something as
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spectacular as this. It has been the talk of the town of how good it is and for many weeks after the
event I have friends coming from Edinburgh just to come see this event. Don't take away the few
joys Stanley has left. Give the community what they want and expect ( including me my family and
distant friends ) Stanley town council has a display on in Chester-le -street and I see its £5 per
person that is something a single mother with two kids could not afford and people from Stanley
most could not attend due to transport issues . Please keep the firework display going for as many
years as you can. I've been to a few in the past but nothing can compare to the firework event at
Oakes.
*****

Email from Victoria Bell:
Dear Alan,
I hope this email finds you well.
I have noticed that you are staring to advertise for the firework event at oakies park this
year. I am a resident of Whinside Stanley and would like to know if there will be anyone
stopping people parking on the estate as you do with all the private estates around the
park, as the last two years we have been unable to park anywhere near our house and
received nothing but verbal abuse when asking people if they would move there cars.
I would be grateful if you could advise how you are going to manage this problem this year,
or alternatively point me in the right direction to someone who can help.
Many thanks for your help in advance.
Victoria Bell
*****

Email from Lewis Christie:
Evening Alan,
Just a quick email regarding Tuesday 20th September at 6:30PM
I believe Stanley should host another "FREE" fireworks festival at Oakies Park in November. The
event has grown since 2013 when it first was funded by STC it should make you`s as a parish
council proud for the area as it brings thousands of people together not just from the Stanley Area
but right across the north east and is one of the best FREE events in the region.

P.S I will be attending the meeting however I would like your permission to go "LIVE" on my
Facebook page for the people wont be able to attend the meeting, I hope that is alright.
Link below of site that is proposed to go live on
Could you send an agenda too please.
"MY VIEWS ARE MY OWN"
https://www.facebook.com/Stanleycountydurham
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Thank You for reading this ha
Kind Regards
Lewis Christie
*****

Email from Christine McGeorge:
Alan
In response to the fb message from Carl Marshall – below
So...if you are one of the people who think this should be an event that Stanley Town Council puts some
funding into I would suggest the best way to make this known is to contact them. We need to remember that
this event is one of the only organised displays in the area. All others have admission fees of around £5 per
person. This event and the Music Festival support local people, provide training and jobs locally as well as a
really great display that everyone can afford to go to. The event will go ahead without town council funding
but whether it is at the same level or without entry fees every year remains to be seen without the extra
support. The decision has not yet been made to "Not fund" this and the music festival but there has been a
recommendation made that they do not. This has to be agreed at a full council meeting. If you would like to
see the event continue in its current format you can make your opinions known by emailing the Town Clerk
alan.shaw@stanley-tc.gov.uk or writing to them at the Civic Hall. The other chance is to attend the public full
council meeting on Tuesday 27-Oct at the Civic Hall. I am Double checking the time. Again can I repeat. I do
not intend this to be a place to engage in arguments so if you support it send a nice polite Email or letter and
tell the Council that you think its important to Stanley! Thanks all :)

There is clearly some long standing/ongoing concern around STC’s continued funding of Stanley
Events.
I do not understand why as I feel that the events have been a success.
However I do think that if STC intend to fund then they should have, and make public a full
breakdown of all costs submitted by STC and be very clear on why the funding has been given or
not
This is fast becoming a poison chalice
Kind Regards

Christine McGeorge
*****
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Accounts for Payment and Bank Reconciliation
Prepared for: Town Council, 20 September 2016
Prepared by: Derek Shingleton, Finance Manager
Date of Report: 13 September 2016

BACKGROUND

1. In order to demonstrate effective internal control arrangements and comply with Financial
Regulations, the Council is required to approve all payments made.

PAYMENTS MADE

2. This report provides the latest details of all invoices and other liabilities paid by the Council by
cheque, direct debit and using the Council’s debit card. The last report, to the Council meeting
in July, included payments by cheque up to cheque number 102163. Details of direct debit and
debit card payments were provided up to 30 June 2016.
3. I now include a statement of payments made by cheque (up to cheque number 102279), and
by direct debit and debit card for the month up to 31 August 2016 (ATTACHMENT I).
4. The statement is produced directly from the RBS Omega system, and combines payments by
cheque, card and direct debit.
5. I have also included a summary of income received for information (ATTACHMENT J), and this
is also produced directly from the new accounting system.
BANK RECONCILIATION

6. I include here information on our current account balance (reconciled with the Omega
accounting system by taking into account unpresented cheques and cash in transit), and the
interest earning account. The purpose of taking the actual bank balance at the end of a month
and then adjusting for cheques not yet presented (and any cash in transit where appropriate) is
to provide reassurance that the accounting records of the Council and the bank account both
agree to the same figure, indicating that all transactions have been accounted for.
7. Details are as follows (copies of bank statements at the end of the period are attached as
ATTACHMENTS K and L to confirm the figures). I have used the starting balance as at 31
March 2016.
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Active Saver Account
Balance at 31 March 2016
Add:
Precept & Grant - April 2016

Less:
Transfer on 7 April 2016
Transfer on 26 April 2016
Transfer on 16 May 2016
Transfer on 23 May 2016
Transfer on 31 May 2016
Transfer on 20 June 2016
Transfer on 3 August 2016
Transfer on 16 August 2016
Transfer on 23 August 2016
Balance at 31 August 2016

£470,000
£397,831
________
£867,831
(£30,000)
(£25,000)
(£12,831)
(£40,000)
(£20,000)
(£70,000)
(£25,000)
(£10,000)
(£25,000)
________
£565,000
========

Current Account
Balance at 31 August 2016
Less:
Unpresented Cheques (see attached ATTACHMENT M)
Add:
Cash in Transit

TOTAL Balances at Bank
Total in Omega Accounts (Code 200) – including invested sum
(trial balance included as ATTACHMENT N to confirm figures)

£13,540.48
£18,225.41
£1,464.44
_________
(£3,220.49)
--------------£561,779.51
==========
£561,779.51
==========

8. The above shows that, at 31 August 2016, the Council’s bank balances totalled £561,779.51
after cheques amounting to £18,225.41 are presented and cash receipts of £1,464.44 are
banked.
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9. An additional reconciliation statement is shown below. The situation shown in the summary
below is the true position. Unfortunately, the reconciliation statement produced by Omega
and shown as attachment G does not reflect this. I am having difficulty reconciling income and
sundry debtor receipts.You will see in the list of receipts (attachment D) that there is a
column shown as Debtors. The figures in this column reflect income received in response to
the issuing of a debtor. If the weekly income sheets do not clearly indicate that an item of
income is a debtor payment, there is a risk that I will account for it as cash income and it will
be counted twice. I am looking at each debtor receipt since May and the situation will be
resolved before I leave the Council.
RECOMMENDATION

10.I would RECOMMEND that Members:
a)Approve the payments as detailed in Attachment I;
b)Note the total balances at the bank at 30 June 2016;
c)Note the bank balances and Omega accounting figures both agree, indicating that all
transactions are properly accounted for.
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

11.There are no financial implications arising directly from the Report
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

12.There are no legal implications arising directly from the Report
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BANK RECONCILIATION
Balance at 30 June 2016:
Current Account
Saver Account

£670,000.00

Less:
Unpresented Cheques – June
Add:
Cash in Transit – June

£19,437.00
(£1,732.00)
----------------£692,091.93

Add:
Income Received – July
Income Received – August
Less:
Direct Debits & Card Payments – July
Cheques Drawn – July
Direct Debits & Card Payments August
Cheques Drawn – August
Balance as per Trial Balance (Code 200)
Add:
Unpresented Cheques – August
Less:
Cash in Transit – August
CURRENT BALANCE – 31 August 2016
Current Account
Saver Account

£39,796.93
£709,796.93

£18,150.98
£24,137.36
----------------£734,380.27
£42,423.16
£45,001.14
£39,358.45
£45,817.85

£87,424.56
£85,176.30
----------------£561,779.51
£18,225.41
(£1,464.44)
---------------£578,540.48
==========
£13,540.48
£565,000.00
__________
£578,540.48
==========
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Item 9 - ATTACHMENT O

Budgetary Control to 31 August 2016
Prepared for: Town Council, 20 September 2016
Prepared by: Derek Shingleton, Finance Manager
Date of Report; 13 September 2016

BACKGROUND

1.

It is recommended good practice that Members review the performance of actual income
and expenditure against the approved budget regularly, and at least quarterly.

CURRENT POSITION

2.

The current position regarding net expenditure against the agreed budget at 31 August 2016
is shown in the table below.

Ref

Cost
Centre

Agreed
Budget

Actual to
31 August

Projected

£191,380

£63,338

£170,470

£1,750

£8,809

£9,420

Administration

£25,250

£12,904

£28,450

115

Publicity

£51,700

£8,301

£26,000

200

Democracy

£8,120

£4,421

£11,070

300

Services

£174,500

£31,288

£133,900

305

PACT House

£1,300

£10,502

£10,650

320

Events

£114,150

£38,997

£110,450

400

Grants

£81,872

£60,594

£116,872

500

Civic Hall

£146,630

£44,015

£142,020

505

Coffee Shop

£0

£7,479

£12,000

510

Civic Hall Bar

(£24,980)

(£9,966)

(£25,080)

101

Staffing

105

Office Accommodation

110
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520

£23,990

£0

£23,990

£795,662

£280,732

£770,212

Precept

£664,858

£332,429

£664,858

LCTRS Grant

£130,804

£65,402

£130,804

£0

£0

- £25,450

Civic Hall Loan Charges

TOTAL

Financed By:

Reserves
3.

The table shows that to date the Council has incurred net costs of £280,732. The projection
is that total net costs at the end of the year will be £770,212, an under-spending of £25,450.
Details are provided in the attachment, and I refer below only to those issues which are
significant in terms of the projected figure for the year.

4.

Staffing – the projected saving is based on the assumption that the vacant post of Community
Services Officer, or any alternative post, will not be filled and short term vacancies in other
posts.

5.

Administration – a payment has been made under Professional Fees (£4,447) in respect of an
SLA with DCC for Risk Management and Maintenance.

6.

Publicity – I have reduced the projected figure for Community Consultation from the budget
of £30,000 to £5,000.

7.

Services – I have reduced the projected figure for Environmental Services from the budget
figure of £138,000 to £100,000. In addition, income of £2,700 is anticipated in relation to
work at St Andrews Church at Craghead.

8.

PACT House – the projection here includes a full year in respect of this year’s rates (£4,260)
plus £1,844 in respect of 2015/16, and electricity (£2,000).

9.

Events – I have adjusted the projected figures in the light of costs incurred to date.

10. Coffee Shop – this is referred to in a separate report on the Agenda.
11. Bar – the bar is showing a surplus of £9,966 although the latest stock in hand figure is not
yet available.
RECOMMENDATION
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12. I recommend that Members note the current position regarding income and expenditure and
the projected situation as at 31 March 2017.
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

13. There are no financial implications arising directly from this Report, although it is reporting
an estimated overspending at the end of the financial year.

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

14. There are no legal implications arising directly from this Report.

Derek Shingleton
Finance Manager
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Coffee Shop – Financial Performance
Prepared for: Town Council, 20 September 2016
Prepared by: Derek Shingleton, Finance Manager
Date of Report; 13 September 2016

BACKGROUND

1.

At the last Council meeting it was agreed that I provide a report on the financial
performance of the Coffee Shop from its opening in May to 31 August 2016.

CURRENT POSITION

2.

The current financial position is shown in the attached Appendix. I have split the costs into
three categories – direct costs (salaries and food), ongoing costs (cleaning and maintenance
issues) and set-up or one-off costs. All costs and income exclude VAT. In summary, the
position is as follows.
Salary costs
Food Costs (net of stock in hand)
Total Direct Costs
Income
Gross Profit/(Loss)
Running Costs
Set Up or One-off Costs
Current Financial Position

£9,003
£4,913
______
£13,916
£10,761
______
(£3,155)
£339
£3,105
_____
(£6,599)

The food costs take into account an estimated stock in hand figure of £926 based on the last
stock take.
3. The appendix shows that by far the biggest loss was incurred in May. This is a combination of
relatively low takings due perhaps to the Coffee Shop not yet being fully established and to
higher food costs being incurred in order to build up the stock. The performance in recent
months has been better, although still showing a loss. Reduced staffing costs may improve the
situation in future months.
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RECOMMENDATION

4.

I recommend that Members note the current position regarding the financial position of the
Coffee Shop and make a decision on whether it should continue to operate.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

5. There are no financial implications arising directly from this Report, although it is reporting a
loss making performance on the Coffee Shop.
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

6.

There are no legal implications arising directly from this Report.

Derek Shingleton
Finance Manager

